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Neutrality entails no obligation to 
be indifferent in the face of clear 
violations of international law 
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Swiss neutrality law requires that no national territory be made accessible to warring parties and that no 
mercenaries be provided to them, and that they be treated equally in terms of armaments. Indifference 
in the face of clear violations of international law is not required by the law of neutrality nor by a 
consistent neutrality policy. Switzerland's support for international sanctions strengthens the credibility 
of its neutrality. 

Nor does the law of neutrality stand in the way of Switzerland's participation in a gradual tightening of 
such sanctions – especially if the aim is to put an end to the financial support for a war of aggression 
that violates international law. 
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